
 
Pd. Pol. Adv. Paid for and Sponsored by Floridians for Smarter Growth, Inc. - P.O. Box 532018, Orlando, FL 32853-2018 

 

Message Points: Vote “No” on Amendment 4 

1. Amendment 4 will leave Florida in a permanent recession. 

Designed to bring economic growth to a halt, Amendment 4 will solidify the loss of nearly 500,000 Florida jobs.  

Due to the expense, red-tape and uncertainty imposed by Amendment 4, new businesses will find it virtually 

impossible to move to Florida.  Existing businesses will find it nearly impossible to grow and Florida’s working 

families will suffer the most. 

2. Amendment 4 has already failed miserably in one small, Florida town. 

In 2006, the small Pinellas county town of St. Pete Beach adopted a local version of Amendment 4.  The result 

has been economic collapse, an impossible growth-management process, and endless litigation at taxpayer 

expense.  When St. Pete Beach voters approved four pro-growth changes to their comprehensive plan, 

Amendment 4 lawyers sued to overturn the election.  More than a year after voting to change their 

comprehensive plan, the people of St. Pete Beach are still defending their vote in court.  St. Pete Beach is a town 

of only 10,000 voters and Amendment 4 has already cost its taxpayers over half-a-million dollars in legal fees.  

Imagine the extraordinary costs and litigation that would result if Amendment 4 is taken statewide. 

3. Amendment 4 will turn our planning process into a political process, boosting the influence of special interest 

groups and side-lining ordinary citizens. 

Amendment 4 advocates do not want to empower voters; they want to stop growth at any cost.  Under their 

proposal, special interests on both sides of the development debate will gain influence at the expense of 

ordinary citizens.  Rather than being compelled to compromise, interest groups will be encouraged to draft the 

most extreme proposals and hire political consultants to sell them.  Under Amendment 4, sound bites will have 

more influence than sound planning. 

4. Amendment 4 will lead to extraordinary costs, disruption and disorder at the ballot box. 

Under Amendment 4, the taxpayers will be forced to fund expensive elections for every technical change to 

their local comprehensive plan.  It would not be uncommon for voters to face 200 or 300 minor land use issues 

on a single ballot.  If Amendment 4 had been law in 2006, the residents of Carrabelle—a small Franklin County 

town—would have voted 617 times! 

5. Amendment 4 is opposed by a broad and diverse coalition. 

Over 135 organizations are opposing Amendment 4 for a variety of reasons.  These organizations include: the 

Florida Chamber of Commerce, 1000 Friends of Florida, the Florida American Planning Association, the Florida 

League of Cities, the Florida State Council of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, and the Florida Health Care 

Association. 


